
Protecting your Property Against Slope FailureProtecting your Property Against Slope Failure

Terrace Escarpment SlopesTerrace Escarpment Slopes



WHAT are Terrace Escarpment Slopes?

�A steep slope with specific soils that are 
easily disturbed. They are made of layers 
of various mixtures of sand, silt, gravel 
and/or clay.

�A steep slope that occurs most often along 
stream, river and drainage courses.

�A steep slope of 15% or greater.



WHO Should Be Concerned?

Those whose property includes steep slopes, or is down 
slope or downstream of steep slopes. Most of these 

locations are indicated on the Town GIS Map which can be 

viewed on the Town’s Website at: 
http://gis.cdm.com/enfieldct/

If the slope is already eroding, 

or gullies forming, call the Town 

of Enfield Planning Dept. for 

advice on how to best deal 

with your situation.
Terrace Escarpments

(as mapped by soil 
analysis)

ENFIELD



WHY Should I Be Concerned?

These soils can slowly or suddenly 

erode and/or slip, causing gullies or 

even massive loss of soil. This is a 

natural process for these soils, which 

may be initiated, increased or slowed 

by human interaction.



MY SHED!



What can I do to protect and 

maintain these areas?

�Do not place buildings or pools on the 
slope or near the top of the slope. The 
placement of a structure near the top of a 
slope is dependent on the individual site 
conditions that should be evaluated by a 
qualified professional prior to construction.



�Do not dump any materials (grass, leaves, 
or any other debris) down the slope. The 
additional weight and cover of this 
materials inhibits naturally stabilizing plant 
growth, placing more stress on the slope 
(which could accelerate slope failure).



�Do not remove existing vegetative cover 
(trees, shrubs, ground cover) from slope or 
top of slope. This can cause massive loss 
of soil as the roots of the vegetation are 
what holds the soil in place. Yard waste 
and other waste placed on the slope will 
stop the existing vegetation 

(and their roots) from growing.



�Do not attempt to engineer your own “fix”.
Do not fill gullies with rocks, concrete, etc. 
This can actually make the problem of 
erosion worse due to the weight of 
materials. A qualified engineer may need 
to create a structural retention or drainage 
design, likely extending down to the 
bottom of the slope.



�Do not concentrate, direct, or increase the 
flow of water over the slope. Even 
unchecked flow from a garden hose can 
create deep gullies.

�Do not empty pools off the edge of the 
slope.



�Do protect existing vegetation, and keep 
drainage, structures and fill away from 
slopes. Additional vegetation may be 
planted to enhance the root structure, 
which holds the soil in place.



What if the Slope is Already Eroding?

• Engineering controls like retaining walls 
and other slope stabilization measures can 
be implemented, BUT they must be 
designed by a qualified engineer to avoid 
premature failure. They are costly.

• Any disturbance to these slopes may 
require a permit from the Inland Wetlands 
and Watercourses Agency (IWWA). Call 
the IWWA Agent prior to starting any 
activities at 253-6355.



Preventing the problem is more 

cost effective than correcting it!



If you have questions or would like 

more information, call the Town of 

Enfield at 860-253-6358.


