
CT Solar Virtual Net Metering Program

Town of Enfield – June 26, 2019



About Lodestar

lode·star noun \ ˈlōd -ˌstär \

1. a star that leads or guides . 2. something that serves as an inspiration, model
or guide .

Lodestar Energy is a CT-based company that develops commercial and public
sector, DG and small utility scale solar PV Projects . We rely on our deep
experience, wide network, and strong problem solving abilities to create value
for our customers .

Over the last five years, our team has worked with utilities, school districts,
cities, counties, states, commercial businesses, industrial clients and many
others to develop over 30 solar projects worth over $150 million .

Lodestar currently owns and operates more than 40 megawatts (MW) of solar
projects in the Northeast, including rooftops and field systems .
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Lodestar CT Projects

Barkhamsted, New Hartford, and 
Winsted – Regional Refuse Center 

1.4 MWs (8 acres)

Savings – Town of Vernon
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Lodestar CT Projects

Suffield Property
2.88 MWs (17 acres)

Savings – Town of Vernon
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Lodestar CT Projects

NorCap North
2.88 MWs (17 acres)
Savings – Town of Suffield

---------------------------------------

NorCap South
2.88 MWs (17 acres)
Savings – Town of South Windsor
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CT History and Timeline
Regulatory Timeline

• June 2013 – Virtual Net Metering (VNM) legislation approved
• Feb 2014– VNM working group report to PURA
• July 2014 – PURA order implementing program
• Sept 2014 – PURA begins taking applications for VNM
• March 2015 – PURA changes rules on VNM applications
• June 2015 – LSE submits 1st applications
• 2016/2017 – Program funding $10 million depleted.  Only 16 

towns (10%) benefit from program
• June 2019 – HB 5002 approved; funds $10 million additional 

VNM capacity
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Virtual Net Metering - Program Advantages

Day one savings with no 
upfront costs

No use of your property or 
buildings

Discounted, clean, solar 
energy

Zero changes to your current 
electricity purchasing

Guaranteed savings over the 
contract life
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How Do I Get My Credits

Lodestar Bill

We send you a bill for the 
credits generated at the price 

stated in our agreement

Eversource Bill

Eversource Bills your standard 
usage, less your net metering 

credits valued at $0.15 per kWh

All solar output “pushed back” to the grid results in net metering credits calculated at the R30 rate. These credits can be 
allocated to other Eversource accounts located in the same ISO-NE zone per instructions captured in the Schedule Z 
form.

Location of the system is 
called the “Host 

Customer”. Net metering 
credits generated per 
metered output data

Host Customer
Net Metering Credits and 
Eversource Schedule Z 

Form

This form tells Eversource  
where to transfer your net 

metering credits

Accounts in the same utility 
as Host Customer

Account #1

Account #3

Account #2

There is no limit on the number of 
accounts within a zone you can 

transfer credits to

Electricity

Electricity generated by the 
system is sent directly back 

to Eversource for use in 
normal operations 8



How the Savings Work (15% discount)

$0.155/kWh $0.132/kWh $0.023/kWh

3,600,000 kWh $0.023/kWh $83,552

Enfield Top 3 Accounts (HS, Fermi, JFK)

Rate Savings (15% discount) 

Year 1 Savings

Total Savings
$1.5 million + 

3.6 million kWh (11 months only)
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Estimated Savings Analysis 
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Sample Clients – Public & Private Sector
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Process/Next Steps

1. Sign simple authorized representative form
2. Lodestar applies for virtual net metering $ allocation
3. Permitting – Town & CT Siting Council 
4. Negotiate definitive agreement
5. Start construction (Fall)
6. Finalize construction (Spring)
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